US government enforces boycott of whole countries
SIR -The US Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) processes the applications of foreign students for the US Medical Licensing Examination, which evaluates candidates' basic and clinical knowledge in medicine. The examination has two steps, both of which must be passed for the ECFMG to recognize the individual as a medical doctor in the United States.
As a medical student, I applied for step 1 in January 2007, entering my country (Iran) in the contact address section. A message in red letters appeared on the registration page: "It has come to our attention that ECFMG may be subject to specific Unites States federal regulations that prohibit entities from doing business with or providing a service to any individuals who have an address of residence in specific restricted countries. The country of Iran is included on this list of restricted countries. In light of this, ECFMG is not able to allow you to request this service. "
The political status of Iran or any other nation is not relevant to education. The result of the restriction is that all medical students and graduates who live in Iran are prevented from taking the US licensing examination. This surely is academic discrimination against a whole country. I proposed such a global cooling scheme some years ago (Nature 347, 339-340; 1990) , involving advertent albedo enhancement of shallow maritime stratiform water clouds, which cover about one-sixth of the global surface, by spraying seawater particles of diameter about 1 micrometre from close to the ocean surface, underneath such clouds. A significant fraction of these would be transported by turbulence into the clouds, where they would act as efficient cloud condensation nuclei, creating additional droplets and thereby increasing cloud reflectivity.
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Since then, this suggestion has been investigated further (see K. T. Bower et al. Atmos. Res. 82, 328-336; 2006 , and references therein). One advantage of the scheme is that it constitutes a controlled version of a process that occurs naturally, in that seawater particles are continually being produced at the ocean surface by wave-breaking and bubble-bursting, and some fraction of these rise into the stratiform clouds above and produce additional cloud droplets. Other advantages are that it can be switched off immediately, with conditions returning to normal within a few days; all required energy is derived from the wind; and the only raw material is seawater.
There is no justification for deploying this or any other global cooling scheme, however, until rigorous examination of all possibly deleterious meteorological and other ramifications have been conducted and found acceptable.
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Mesoscale and Microscale Meteorology Division, National Center for Atmospheric Research, PO Box 3000, Colorado 80307-3000, USA Darwin Centre will be fit for its range of purposes SIR -Your News story ' Anger at "unfit" museum design' (Nature 447, 239; 2007) reports some people's belief that the design of the Natural History Museum's Darwin Centre Phase Two is unfit for purpose, as the building will not have room to house the entire insect and plant collection.
The crux of the issue is that the public is being given access to our science, and this takes space. Building new facilities for the entirety of our collections, research and public access in one go is not feasible, with current funding. Instead we are taking it by stages. With the completion of Darwin Centre Phase Two, we will have more than half of our 70 million specimens in highquality storage.
Balancing the needs of collections, research and public access will help us to advance knowledge of the natural world and to communicate this to the public. It will mean some changes in how we work and it will take time to adjust. However, we think that the new building will lead to a long-term improvement in the way we carry out and communicate the museum's work in taxonomy and systematics. We have received a high level of support for this project, and are confident that it will be a real benefit to the museum, the scientific community and the wider public.
